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NOTES ON EAST AFRICAN COWRIES
By
E. ROBSON
This up to date list has gradually been compiled by various East African collectors.
My particular thanks are due to Ken Fuller and Misha Fainzilber for data concerning the
more recent additions, numbers 7, 31 and 42, which have been found in Oar-es-Salaam and
Zanzibar. I have just added No. 43 which has been found at Shelly Beach and at Shimoni.
Quite a few E. marqinalis with their distinct violet base and B. oweni with deep cut
teeth have been found at Zanzibar and also the little P. microdon. The once rare Cribraria
chinensis was quite common in 1965 along the Oiani Beaches.
The Cowry collection at the National Museum has been sorted out and a representative
collection is on view but is not yet complete, Nos. 23, 29, 31, 41 and 43 being still
required to complete the series.
I am preparing a collection of colour slides of shells - and cowries in particular,
and hope to show these to interested people during 1966. There is considerable interest
in East African varieties of such cowries as A. histrio, A. arabica, P. ziczac, M. moneta
and L. mappa as we seem to have more than the usual known varieties here~
Information on lesser known reefs and pools between Jadini and Shimoni is required,
particularly details of specimens found, habitat and localities. A list of shells from the
Lamu area and of beaches north of Malindi would also be welcome. Mrs. L. Cameron is collect-
ing information on the colour and appearance of the bodies of Cowries, which should, when
available, assist in the identification of specimens caught alive.
List of Cowry Shells (CYPRAEIOAE) Recorded from the E. African Coast
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